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     Through the spring semester we found much activity, plenty of study, and an 

abundance of life at the Campus House.  We focused on the entire letter to the 

Romans at IMMERSE on Wednesday evenings.  We targeted the Sermon on the 

Mount and Revelation at {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ IGNITE.  Our three INVEST groups covered the 

Gospel of Mark, a glimpse of Christian history, and conversations on evangelism.  When it came to service, we 

hosted άEveryday Superheroesέ on campus to raise funds for Haiti.  Through the course of the semester we 

provided bi-monthly transportation to Wal-Mart for international students and supper for both West Main Street 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ά[ƻŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ CƛǎƘŜǎέ ŀƴŘ the Boys to Men after school program.   
 

     The Campus House adds an important dimension of community to the lives of college students.  Through this 

building these students live their lives together as they grow into maturity as followers of Christ.  They study 

together, worship together, eat together, play together, and jokŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ Χ  and they draw each other to a 

higher plane of understanding and service to God.  We threw our end-of-the-

year party at Willow Springs Park.  Special thanks to David & Gaye Fulks and 

Sam Vaughn for help.  We also threw a party for our graduates after they 

crossed the stage. 
 

missions     The expressions of our worship of God go much deeper than 

singing or studying or partying.  Nearly every summer the students from the 

Campus House embark on a mission trip to a foreign field.  We have returned 

several times to rural Mexico to serve alongside Cris Garcia and Bethshean 

Mexico Mission.  We attempted such in summer 2009 but the combination of swine flu and local gang violence 

prompted our host to dissuade us.  Our group of seven returned May 10th-19th this year and hosted several fund 

raisers to get there ς from yard sale and cake buffet to letter-writing, raffle, and appeals to both Barberitos and 

wƛǘŀΩǎ LŎŜΦ   
 

     While this team of seven from the Campus House returned to Mexico, four other Campus House friends have 

their own mission plans for the summer.  Emily is flying to East Asia for the month of July to teach at an English 

camp for middle and high school students.  Joel will travel to an orphanage in Zimbabwe to shoot a film 

documentary about the stories that have never been heard before will be told through film.  Chris will join with an 

FCA group headed to Kenya for a couple weeks.   Marc has landed an 

internship position working in the information tech department for New 

Mission Systems IntΩl (NMSI) in Fort Meyers, FL from May through July.   
  

summer     What happens this summer at the Campus House?  First, we 

meet for worship every Wednesday evening.   Our chosen theme for 

summer 2010 is MIQ ς ΨƳƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΩ ς through which the 

leader identifies an important concept, locates important scriptures for 

discussion, forms some questions, and leads the group.  We welcome any 

18-25 year old to join us any Wednesday at 7 pm. 

     An important summer element is the National Student Conference hosted by campus ministries of the Christian 

/ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ς ά!ǇǇǊŜƴǘƛŎŜέΦ  hǳǊ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƛǎ ŦƻǊmer 

campus minister, Joe Belzer.  Check out nationalstudentconference.com.   



w w w . c a m p u s h o u s e . o r g  
Have you seen our updated website?  You should. 

 

incite your youth minister     Bring your high school upperclassmen to 

CAMPUS INVASION!  To familiarize youth with life at the university, the Campus House 

is offering an opportunity for the youth from your church to come to campus for an 

overnight event June 25 & 26.  You can expect games, tours, discussion, & worship both 

on campus and at our Campus House from 3:00 pm Friday through lunch Saturday.   

     All will be staying in a dorm (Luntsford, in this case).  The $30/person also covers 

supper, breakfast, and lunch.  Realizing how local youth groups function, we are not 

limiting only to juniors and senior, but would prefer them.  We need one paid sponsor 

per group and ask for a confirmation from each congregation by June 7.   
 

please pray for us     Three very special graduates left us this spring.  Pray for 

Kelly, Kris, and Jessica and their usefulness by God in their chosen fields. 

     Two married couples associated with the Campus House have moved into the ranks of campus ministers.  Seth 

& Windy Frank graduated recently from Emmanuel School of Religion and have 

served informally with us the past couple of years with particular attention to 

small groups and discipleship.  They will be ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ tŜƴƴ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ 

Fayette campus.  Grant & Meg Foster have helped at the Campus House this year 

and have accepted a part-time position working with Jim Musser and the CCF 

ministry at Appalachian State U.  Please pray for all four of these special people as 

they affect an important segment of our culture. 

     Please ask God to provide the necessary finances that CSF might continue 

ministering effectively on campus.   
 

matching funds     CSF has a foundation account at ETSU that allows individuals to donate funds to the 

university strictly for our use.    Because CSF is a recognized student organization, many company employees may 

donate to ETSU and earmark that donation exclusively for Christian Student Fellowship.  Some employers will 

even match that donation - doubling the gift that CSF can use for ministry purposes.  In the recent past this effort 

has especially funded our student internship program.  Ask your companyΩǎ human resource department how 

your employer might match your gift to ETSU for use by CSF.   
 

things we could use     a digital camera, a video projector screen, a used laptop computer, floor lamps. 
 

financially speaking    The Campus House consistently works on a tight budget.  Local Christian Churches 

and a handful of individuals contribute to the financial needs of the ministry because they deem it important.  At 

the end of April, however, support was running 19% under that tight budget.  Please invite us to your mission 

committee or Sunday School class to explain why an increased investment in this ministry by your church is vital.  
 

building update     The Campus House is still pursuing the construction of an additional нуΩ·плΩroom to 

allow us to better minister to the needs and volume of the Campus House.  We have made an initial appeal to 

Campus House alumni and now will begin to turn that toward local congregations.  Consider how your gift might 

allow this dream to actualize.  Check out the option to donate online at www.campushouse.org. 
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a report of our mission trip to Mexico 
 

     May 10-19 our team of seven (Amber, Jessica, Sarah, Tiffany, JT, Josh, & 

Mike) traveled to central Mexico to work alongside Cris Garcia and Bethsean 

Mexico Mission (www.bethsheanmexicomission.org) in Estancia de Animas.  

The Campus House has a long relationship with Cris and her forty-year work.  This year our service took the form 

of several VBS opportunities hosted daily in local congregations. 

     The small, rural towns of Maravillas and Sauceda share a minister.  They have worked hard to affect their 

communities, but look for injections of energy and excitement.  In the urban area of Loreto another preacher and 

his family work alongside two more congregations.  Within all of these 

churches we held a VBS-type program.  We emphasized the resurrection 

of Lazarus, the triumphal entry of Jesus, or the story of David and Goliath 

with drama, lesson, games, crafts, and songs.  Cris estimated that, 

through the course of our venture, our team shared with over 300 

children.  The expectation is that our participation within the church and 

with the ministers and their families will encourage their future familiarity 

with that congregation and ultimate participation. 

     On Saturday we accompanied a minister and his family who visit a local 

ƳŜƴΩǎ ǇǊison weekly.  We led 20 inmates in song and devotion before 

joining them in a soccer match in the prison courtyard.  Each morning we sang, played, and shared with thirteen 

ladies in a home for elderly people.   
 

ƻǳǊ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ Χ 
     άFive years, three mission trips - five years may not seem like a long 

time, but it's about ¼ of my lifetime.  A LOT has happened for me these 

past five years.  I would not have imagined three years ago when I first 

went to Mexico that when I returned I would find myself so encouraged 

and challenged by the faith of the people I met there.  However, that is just 

what happened during our recent trip to Estancia.  I found myself both 

encouraged and excited about the work of the past three years and the 

work that God is doing RIGHT NOW.  In those same moments of encouragement and excitement I found myself 

challenged to look at my own life, to seek where my faith is lacking, to redefine ways that glorify Christ, and to 

strengthen my relationship with Him and those around me.  Like the lives I witnessed in Mexico, I, too, am living a 

life that is completely sold out to Christ and I, too, will look to God in times of trouble and believe that He is able, 

He will do good things, and He does love ME. Thank you supporting us.  Mission trips change lives.  I can't wait to 

ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ƳŜ ƴŜȄǘΗέ          Jessica Criswell 
 

     άI am on the verge of knowing where I am headed in life.  I want to be a childrenΩǎ minster or a missionary in a 

foreign country.  This trip to Estanica de Animas moved me a lot.  Seeing those children every day for nine days 

was amazing.  This trip motivated me.  God worked many things in front of me but he has shown me more than 

love, HE has shown me the need for GodΩs Word to be spoken to ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ           JT Patrick 



     άOur trip opened my eyes to the hardships that people face daily, even to hoping that it doesn't rain.  I enjoyed 

fixing Aurora's roof because having a good roof over ƻƴŜΩǎ head is often taken for granted.  Eduardo and Isela are 

such an inspiration as they work hard to help the people in the villages of 

Sauceda and Maravillas.  They sacrifice a lot so they can put time into both 

of the churches.  I think this is an example to us in the States of how we 

need to be willing to help out around the church and not grumble about it 

taking up our time.  Also, I have a new respect for the Christians we came 

in contact with.  Mexico is dominated by the Catholic Church and for 

someone to become a Christian means they could be rejected by even 

their friends and family.  The willingness to give up this is a true testimony 

of their faith.έ         Josh Church 
 

     άThe mission trip to Estancia de Animas was not only my first mission 

trip, but also my first trip with someone other than family or Upward 

Bound.  I have to admit I was a little scared in the beginning, but after 

about the second day I got into a routine and began to feel comfortable.  I 

was blessed by everything that we did for the elderly and the children. 

 God allowed me to do things that I never thought I could do.  I'm a shy 

person, so I never thought I could talk to complete strangers, especially 

when we speak completely different languages.  I was surprised at how 

easy it was to relate to the people we were influencing!  I feel so blessed to 

have been able to go on this mission trip.  It helped me to find my gift that 

God has given me to reach out to others!έ          Tiffany Buckles 
 

     άhƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƻƪǎΦ  All the boys were pretty young 

and their moms were always busy working.  It was clear to me from the beginning that the boys just wanted to 

play.  They were ALWAYS outside playing soccer or basketball or some kind of sport.  I could tell that the boys 

were so happy that we cared about them and wanted to spend time with them. From various talks with Cris I got 

the impression that children in Mexico don't get told they are loved by their parents a lot. Hopefully, the 

ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦέ          Sarah Beckett  
 

     άaȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘǊƛǇ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΦ  The memories of all the children 

that we came in contact with are still fresh in my mind.  I think about them 

daily; I am sure that I will not be able to rattle their names off to you, but I 

can picture all of their faces.  These children changed my life and taught me 

to be thankful for the small things that I have.  We became close to five 

boys, who were the cook's children.  It was great to tell them Bible stories, 

and just to hang out with them around our camp.  On our last night I gave 

my Spanish/English children's Bible to the oldest boy, and he seemed so 

happy to own a Bible. The day that we left for the city the boy came and 

told me that he had already read three stories in one night.  It was so great 

to see a young child so excited about the Bible, and wanting to know 

more.  The hardest thing for me was leaving the children especially the ones that we formed such great bonds 

with.  It was sad to lŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘΣ ōǳǘ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ          Amber Bergendahl 
  

thank you for your support of this experience through prayers and funds 
   


